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or shrub from tea to fifteen feet from the
ground, and contains four or five bluish-white
eggs spotted with lilac and dark brown.
BED'WHTG, MINK, the county seat of
Goodhue County, forty miles southeast of
Saint Paul, on the Mississippi River, at the
head of Lake Pepin, and on the Chicago Great
Western and the Chicago, Milwaukee & Saint
Paul railroads. The city is in a productive
agricultural region, containing deposits of
fire clay, and there are potteries and sewer-
pipe works; other manufactures are furni-
ture and lumber products. The place was
settled in 1853, and the city was chartered in
1864. Population, 1930, 9,629.

BED'WOOD, a large tree of the cypress
family, found on the western slope of the
Coast ranges in Northern California and in
Oregon. The redwoods are a species of se-
quoia, and are described under that heading.
BEED, MYKTLE (1874-1911), an American
author, born in Chicago, where she graduated
from the West Division High School. In
1906 she was married to James Sydney Me-
Cullough. Her principal books, some of
which were very popular, are: Love Letters
to a Musician (1899); Lavender and Old
Lace (1902); Pickaback Songs (1903); The
Master's Violin (1904); A Spinner in the
Sun (1906); Old Ease and Silver (1909);
Master of the Vineyard (1910); and, pub-
lished after her death, Threads of Grey and
Gold (1918).

BEED, THOMAS BRACKETS (1839-1902),
an American statesman, born at Portland,
Maine, and educated at Bowdoin College. He
studied law and practiced for a time in Port-
land, served a year
in the navy during
the Civil War. He
began, twenty-two
years of continuous
service in Congress
in 1877 and was
chosen speaker
three times. In the
fifty-first Congress
(1890), Mr. Reed
practically destroy-
ed filibustering by
ruling that those
members who were THOMAS B. REED
actually present but refused to vote, in order
to prevent a quorum, should be counted,
This precipitated a fierce parliamentary
battle in the House and earned Mm the title

of "Czar" Reed, but the Supreme Court
sustained his decision. In 1896 Reed was
an unsuccessful candidate for the Republican
nomination for President.
REFERENDUM, the practice of referring
proposed laws to the voters for approval or
rejection. The referendum may be obligatory
or optional. It is obligatory when the con-
stitution requires the legislature of a state
to submit all laws passed by that body to the
voters for approval. It is optional when its
application is left to the legislature or when
a petition signed by a given percentage of
voters is necessary to secure the submission
of any measure to a vote of the people.
The referendum policy is fully developed
in Switzerland, where all the cantons use it in
some form. In the United States, the prin-
ciple has always been in force in regard to
the adoption or amendment of the state or
Federal constitutions, but it is only since 1902
that it has been applied to other laws. In
that year Oregon adopted the initiative and
the referendum for all laws. The constitu-
tion of South Dakota had been amended in
1897 to permit use of the initiative and ref-
erendunij but no referendum took place for
many years. Since 1902 many other states
and hundreds of municipalities have made
the referendum a part of their law-making
processes. See INITIATIVE.
REFLECTION". See LIGHT, subhead He-
flection of Light.
BEFLEX ACTION, an involuntary or un-
conscious movement caused by the communi-
cation of a sensory with a motor nerve
through a nerve center. When the outer ex-
tremity of the sensory nerve is stimulated,
the impulse is reflected back through the nerve
cell along the motor nerve, causing action of
the organ to which that nerve extends. All
reflex actions are more or less complex and
involve several nerves and often a number of
nerve centers.
There are many illustrations of involuntary
reflex action in ordinary life. The person
sleeping will brush a fly from the face without
awakening. If one steps upon a tack or
other sharp object with the bare foot, the foot
is withdrawn without any act of will and be-
fore the sensation has reached the brain. Re-
flex actions also occur through sight and hear-
ing and have a similar effect upon the volun-
tary muscles, though it is usually general in-
stead of local. One walking- through the
grass may be caused to jump by the sudden